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d'Herbois were ordered to be sent, an example followed by
the Directory in 1797, when it deported Pichegru, Barbs'-
Marbois, Rovere, and the other victims of the coup d'etat of
Fructidor to the same place of exile1

Passing over the French establishments at Goree and in
Senegarabia, on the west coast of Africa, which were practically
ruined, first by the decree of the Constituent Assembly, abolish-
ing the Senegal Company,2 and then by the war with England,
which put a stop to their taking a share in the slave trade, on
which they existed, it is now necessary to turn to the flourish-
ing French colonies in the Indian seas, the lie de France,
better known as the Mauritius, and the tie de Bourbon, which
was given the name of Eeunion by the Convention in 1793.
These islands, like French Guiana, showed a marked and
pleasing contrast to San Domingo and the French Antilles, for
they were ravaged neither by civil wars nor slave insurrections,
and the most violent decrees of the Convention did not affect
them disastrously, owing to the wisdom and tact of their
governors and leading colonists.

On June 17, 1792, the Comte de Malartic, a general in the
army, a veteran soldier, and a former governor of Guadeloupe,
arrived in the Mauritius with the king's commission as
governor-general of the islands of France and of Bourbon, and
commandant-general of all French establishments in Asia,
accompanied by M. Duplessis-Vigoureux, the new governor
under him of the lie de Bourbon, He at once took over the
government from M. Charpentier de Cossigny, who had been
acting ad interim since the departure of the Comte de
Conway,8 and found that the planters and merchants, while
satisfied with the administration of the Colonial Assembly,
were yet full of apprehensions with regard to the effect of the
decree of May 15, 1791. He adopted from the first a bold and

1  For the history of the Trench Revolution in French Guiana, see
Notice histongue sur la  Guyane' Frangawe,  by  H.  Ternaux-Compans.
Pans    1843.

2  Le Senegal, by the Comtesse Dobrojowska.

3  Vol. i. pp. 527, 528.